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WHY PREACHERS QUIT

A few weeks ago I was told of a preacher of my acquaintance that resigned from a work he had been with for years.  In making the announcement he said he was “fed up,” “burned out,” and some other descriptions I don’t remember.

The first thing that came to mind is that perhaps he made the right decision.  Something about “if you can’t stand the heat stay out of the kitchen” came to mind.  The second thing that came to mind was “what a shame that we are loosing such a talent.”

I realize it is not all about talent.  We have a lot of men who are preaching because their heart will not let them do less.  They may not be the top notch speakers but they do good work.  I also know that we have a lot of men in the pulpit that should not be there.  They are “marking time,” just getting by, because you can do that as a preacher.

But we are losing too many good preachers.  We have lost several really great preachers these last few years to death, in my judgment.  

Lets be frank, I cannot imagine a man who has a strong desire to preach the gospel getting “fed up” with it.  It just does not compute in my brain.  I can see a man whose desire it is the preach the gospel getting fed up with all that people seem to expect of him in this day and time.

Lets see now, what do we expect of a preacher?

1 We expect him to have a good education.

2 We expect him to have a “good personality,” whatever that means.

3 We expect him to be “readily available,” day and night for whatever.

4 We expect him to visit absolutely every sick person in the hospital, whether he knows they are there or not.

5 We expect him to be “well prepared” to preach twice on Sunday, teach a Bible class on Sunday and also on Wednesday night.

6 We expect him to be available for counseling for anyone who has even the smallest of problems, and listen, whether he can help or not.

7 We expect him (in many cases) to supervise the office staff.

8 We expect him to spend enough time with his family that his kids don’t become an embarrassment to the church.

9 We expect him to know enough about the Bible so he can answer our inquiry or take the time to look it up.

10 We expect him to be available for the downtrodden, the bereaved, and anyone who needs the services of a “pastor.”

11 We expect him to make us “feel good” by what he says from the pulpit.

12 We expect him not to use language that would offend us or our friends.

Now, the above is what we expect of our preacher.  

Now lets see what God expects.

“I charge [thee] in the sight of God, and of Christ Jesus, who shall judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. . .But be thou sober in all things, suffer hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill thy ministry.” (2 Timothy 4:1-2, 5 ASV)

Any questions???
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